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ADVERTISEMENT. 

There is so much of the true spirit of 
rational and fervent piety in the following 
prayers, and so little in them which is ex- 
clusively applicable to the peculiar circum- 
stances of their author, that it was ibought 
they would be useful and acceptable to 
those who seek to cultivate a similar tem- 
per. The character of Dr. Hartley needs 
no encomium ; but were it necessary, the 
foUowmg prayers and religious meditations 
bear distinct and strong testimony to its' 
moral and reUgious excellence. 

One or two short passages only have 
been omitted, which relate too particular- 
ly to his own situation or opinions to be 
generally useful. No other alteration has 
been made. 

Cambridge, Jlpril 10, 1821. 
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PRAYERS 

AND 

RELIGIOUS MEDITATIONS. 



Composed in Spring, 1733. JStat. 28. 
'Gracious God ! my life, the blessings of it, 
and the expectation of a better ; whatever I 
am, have, or hope for, which is good, are thine : 
glory be to Thee. Make me sensible how con- 
tented and happy, they ought to be, who have 
the high privilege of calling infinite power, 
wisdom, and goodness, their Father and 
Friend ; and inspire me with a gratitude aa 
great as my faculties can attain unto. My 
sins, and the evils I suffer, are my own. Thou, 
the Creator of all things, hast no share in 
them. They are the productions of my own 
perverseness and folly. Have mercy upon me, 
a miserable sinner : for the sake of thy Son 
Jesus Chbist, pardon all my offences, and 
accept my frail endeavours; and, that they 
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may be hereafter more sincere and hearty, let 
me never forget, that thy unalterable nature, 
and consummate perfection, make it impossi- 
ble that virtue and happiness, vice and mis- 
ery, should ever be disjoined. Awaken my 
hopes and fears ; inform my understanding ; 
and so correct and improve my whole heart, 
that I may be truly penitent for what I have 
already done amiss ; that I may be constant- 
ly watchful over all my thoughts, words, and 
actions, and never cease tending to entii^, 
universal purity. 

Almighty Parent and Governor of the world, 
Thou hast placed me in the various relations 
of this life, that I, as a part, may, in my prop- 
er station, contribute to the beauty, order, end 
good of the whole. Let me ever pursue this 
great end with unfeigned and unwearied zeal, 
courage, and constancy; let me earnestly 
seek all occasions of producing happiness, and 
avoid all of producing misery. Grant me un- 
limited charity ; the strictest regard to truth, 
justice, and integrity; unaffected humility;' 
an invincible meekness in tfvery apprehension 
of insult or injury ; perfect chastity in thought, 
word, and deed ; and a temperance not to be 
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overcome by appetite, or sarprised through 
folly or negligence. Make my heart whole 
before Thee in all these things, and also grant 
me prudence so to conduct my actions, that 
they may best answer their true purpose. In 
the pursuit of my own happiness here, let thy 
Holy Spirit (lirect, and govern me, that the ap- 
pearance of good impose not upon me, nor 
my own foolish passions transport me beyond 
due bounds. To Thee I commit myself, 
mind, body, and estate ; humbly praying for a 
virtuous industry in the care of all, and then 
not doubting that Thou wilt bless that indus- 
try, in such a manner as will be fittest for me. 
O most wonderful and incomprehensible 
Being ! Thou who art the hope, end, centre, 
and happiness of all things ; let me desire 
nothing in comparison of Thee^ Let me con- 
sider this world as the school of discipline for 
my affections, and the joys and sorrows of it 
as intended to prepare and qualify me for the 
enjoyment of Thee. How would this consid- 
eration give a relish to all my pleasures, and 
deprive my pains of all their sting and bitter- 
ness 1 But I am stupidly foolish, ignorant, 
and perverse. [ have happiness before me, 
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and do not see it ; within my reach, and yet 
neglect to take it O teach me to love, rever- 
ence, and fear Thee above all things ; to put 
my whole trust in Thee ; to resign myself im- 
plicitly to Thee ; to make it my chief delight 
to look up to Thee with all the devotion in my 
power ; and whatever I do, to do it as unto 
Thee. Let this consciousness, this experi- 
ence of my blindness, and the deceitfulness of 
my heart, arm me against them, and since I 
cannot confide in myself, be Thou ever with 
me. I can do all things through Christ who 
strengtheneth me. What I here beg for my- 
self, I likewise beg for all my friends ; for all 
my enemies ; for all my superiors ; for the 
Christian church ; and for the whole race of 
mankind; and all in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Our Father, ^ivho art in heaven, S^c* 

n. 

Composed in Summer, 17S4. ^tat. 29. 
O THOU, whose mercy is over all thy works, 
teach me that perfect love of Thee, which cast- 
eth out fear : let me be truly sensible of the 
heinousness of my transgressions, and yet still 
see that thy goodness infinitely exceeds my 
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guilt. Let no superstitions, fears, or doubts of 
the discoveries which Thou hast made of thy- 
self, sully my devotions ; or lessen that implicit 
confidence in Thee, wjiich is the comfort and 
support of my life. Lord, I believe ; help thou 
mine unbelief. Thou hast given me sufficient 
evidence, both- in thy word and works, that 
no evil can approach me, except such as my 
own wilfulness brings upon me. O make me 
always to carry upon my mii^d the strongest 
conviction of this great truth, that so it may 
beget in me, on the one hand, a constant se- 
renity and cheerfulness ; on the other, all pos- 
sible humility, watchfulness, and earnest ap- 
plication to Thee, for the protection of thy 
Holy Spirit. I plainly see, that at the same 
time that I am foolishly scrupulous in trifles, 
I am very apt to neglect the weighty matters 
of thy law : O do thou deliver me from the 
spirit of fear ; and grant me that of power, and 
of love, and of a sound mind. Grant me an 
upright intention in all that I do ; and true 
wisdom, which may enable me to see what is 
fittest to be done ; and then let me rest satisfi- 
ed that Thou wilt accept of my sincere, though 
weak endeavour, through Jesus Christ. 
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Above all things, let no worldly pleasure, hon- 
or, or profit, have any share in my affections : 
let my treasure be in heaven, and my heart be 
fixed where true joys are to be found. Let 
me learn, in whatever State I am, therewith 
to be content ; to fear no evil but sin ; and in 
all my perplexities and distresses to look up 
to Thee for relief, and that with the most abso- 
lute submission and exalted gratitude. Let 
me consider all adversity, as well as prosperi- 
ty, as equally flowing from the kindness of 
Thee, my heavenly Father^; and let all thy 
dispensations accelerate my progress towards 
thee, towards the attainment of that peace 
which the world can neither give nor take 
away. Hear me. Almighty and most Merci- 
ful God, who never failest them that seek 
Thee ; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our only 
mediator and advocate. 

IIL 

Composed in Summer, 1734. ^tat. 29. 
O ETERNAL, Infinite, and Incomprehensi- 
ble Being ! of whom, and through whom, and 
to whom, are all things, make me to regard 
nothing but in a due subordination to Thee ; 
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let me devote myself entirely to thy service, 
and be ever employed in promoting that purity, 
perfection, and happiness, of myself and oth- 
ers, which it is thy great will that we should 
arrive at. Open mine eyes, that I may see 
the wonderful things ofthy word and works; 
and then so cleanse my heart from all evil and 
corrupt affections, that I may not only know 
thy will, but also do it, and ever ascend from 
the creature to Thee, the Creator. Let no pas- 
sion or prejudice, ho fondness for or opinion of 
myself, no affectation of singularity or novelty, 
mislead me in my search after truth. Let me 
receive thy kingdom as a little child; submit 
myself to my great Lord and Master Christ ; 
and in imitation of him, seek thy glory, and not 
my own, and become the servant of all. Let me 
be swifl to hear, and slow to speak ; deeply sen- 
sible of my own blindness in heavenly things ; 
and ready to acknowledge and correct my er- 
rors. Keep me from all arrogance, ostentation, 
and immoderate, indiscreet warmth ; grant me 
that true religious zeal which is according to 
knowledge : let me learn in meekness to instruct 
them that oppose; and do thou graciously 
bless my endeavours, and give me a mouth 



,y Google 



12 



and wisdom, which all thy adrersaries may 
not be able to gain^y or resist But espe- 
cially let roe ever remember that knowledge 
puffeth up, whilst charity edifieth, and is alone 
the end of the commandment : and let all my 
hopes and fears, all my studies, priayers, and 
endeavours, tend ever to my improvement in 
justice and charity; in meekness, patience, 
and humility ; in temperance, soberness, and 
chastity ; in absolute submission to Thee, in- 
difference to this world, a!hd the earnest ex- 
pectation of a better; in the serenity and 
cheerfulness of innocence and integrity ; and 
to sum up all blessings in one, in the true love 
of Thee, my Guide and Guardian, my Fath- 
er, Friend, and God. Hear me, O Thou 
who makest all things work together for the 
good of them that love Thee, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ. 

IV. 

Composed in Summer, 1734. 

O God, the inexhaustible Fountain of all 

good, at whose right hand there is pleasure 

for evermore, let the constant reflection upon 

the joys, which Thou hast prepared for those 
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that love Thee^ make me sensible that all 
worldly joys are nothing but vanity and vexa- 
tion of spirit ; that they are all but loss in 
comparison of the excellency of the knowl- 
edge of Jesus Christ my Lord; and that 
their true use is that of being schoolmasters to 
bring us to' him, to the measure of the stature 
of his fulness. For, alas ! the experience of 
every ' day of my life convinces me that I 
am still the servant of sin, yea^ the slave of the 
gross pleasures of sense. O do Thou deliver 
me from this body of death ; whether I eat or 
drink, or whatever I do, let me do all to thy glo- 
ry only. I know that all thy creatures are 
good, and to be received with thanksgiving ; 
and that bodily exercise profiteth little, unless 
it be subservient to godliness ; let me there- 
fore watch and fast unto prayer, and so keep 
my body in subjection, that I may be steadfast, 
unmoveable, and dways abounding in all ra- 
tional piety and virtue. Neither is my body 
more a slave to the pleasures of this world, 
than my mind is to the vanities of it. My 
good works I do to be seen of men, and I for- 
get to look up to Thee .who seest in secret : 
nay, I am so foolish that I seek to be praised 

2 
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even for my follies. O teach me, that the 
children of men, with all that they can bestow, 
are lighter than vanity itself; whereas the 
crown of righteousness, which Thou wilt give * 
to all them that love the appearing of our Lord 
and righteous Judge, is an exceeding and' eter- 
nal weight of glory. Let that mdst gracious 
sentence of approbation, 'Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant ! ' ever be in mine 
ears, and quicken me in every good word and 
work. Let me ever remember, that though 
I speak with the tongues of men and angels, 
yet if I have not charity, I am nothing ; thai 
Christ will not know the workers of iniquity. 
Let my glorying be only in my conformity to 
him, the Qaptain of my salvation, who took 
upon him the form of a servant, who was meek 
and lowly in heart, and who has assured me 
that I shall by this means find rest unto my soul. 
Let honor and dishonor, let evil report and 
good report, be things indifferent to me ; and 
let me be only solicitous about that praise 
which Cometh from Thee. In like manner 
I pray to Thee, that the cares of this world 
and the deceitfulness of riches may not choke 
thy word, so that it become unfruitful. Let 
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me see that a man's life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth ; 
that he who is not rich towards Thee, is infi- 
nitely poor ajid destitute ; that the only use 
of the mammon of vanity is thereby to pur- 
chase the true riches, a house not made with 
hands eternal in the heavens ; and that a ho- 
ly zeal for thy service is able to convert the 
widow's mite into a treasure far greater than 
all that this world hath. Let me see that thy 
word is more to be 4esifed than gold ; that the 
kingdom of heaven is indeed the goodly pearl 
of great price ; and that its subjects, though 
poor, yet make many rich, though having 
nothing are yet possessed of all things. Fi- 
nally, O God, let me take care not to lose 
my own soul, though it were to gain the 
whole world, with all its enjoyments, gloriei^, 
and advantages : and let me ever bear in mind, 
that there is nothing pleasant, nothing beauti- 
ful, nothing honorable, nothing valuable, but 
the faithful discharge of my duty, and thy fa- 
vor, and that these are better than life itself. 
All this, and whatever else thou seest proper 
for me, I humbly beg in the name of Jesus 
Christ, my blessed Lord and Saviour. 
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Composed in Sammer, 1734. JEut. 29. 
O Heavenly Father, in whom I live, and 
.move, and have my being, who hast surround- 
ed me with innumerable blessings and given 
me the inestimable hope of far greater herea^ 
ter; and who makest even tl^e miseries which 
I, by my folly, bring upon myself, subservient 
to my good ; let me learn of Thee, since I am 
in myself evil, to give good gifls unto my cAtY- 
dren. Let me train titem up early in the way 
they should go, and be more solicitous to form 
their minds to a habit of true rational piety 
and virtue, than about all other things whatso- 
ever. Let me look upon all other things as of 
no real value, except as they contribute to this 
great end; and let not the false glories of 
learning, wit, honor, or riches, mislead me in 
my endeavours for their true happiness. Let 
no passion or peevishness sully my concern 
for their welfare, or make my labors less effec- 
tual to their good ; neither let any foolish 
fondness prevent me from giving them that 
correction which is proper fo^ them; make 
me to lovie them with the most tender and sin- 
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cere affection ; ever to desire, pray for, and 
promote ihdr happiness here and hereafter, 
and yet to resign tJiem^ myself, and all that I 
have, into thy hands, with all submission, con- 
fidence, and thankfulness. Of Thee therefore 
I implore for them all Cl^istian graces and 
virtues, a teachable disposition, and such a 
share of understanding, health, and other tem- 
poral good things, as Thou in thine infinite 
wisdom shalt think fit for them. Do Thou 
grant success to my endeavours, and if it be 
agreeable to thy kind providence over me and 
mine, let me live to see the good effects of 
these. And as I learn from Thee to perform 
the duties of a father, so let me learn from my 
children to become thy son, to love and obey 
Thee with my whole heart. Let my imperfect 
benevolence towards them convince me that 
I have nothing to fear, and ought, to hope for 
every thing from Thee ; that eye hath not 
seen, nor ear he^rd, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive, what things 
thou hast prepared for those that love Thee. 
Hear me, most merciful God, for the sake of 
thy only-begotten Son Jesus Christ, by whom 
we have received the* adoption of sons, and 
cry, Abba, Father. 
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VI. 



Composed in Summer, 1734. ^tat. 29. 
Almighty and gi02>t merciful God, who hast 
taught us that Thou art love itself, enable us to 
think thus of Thee, and being ever sensible of 
thy great' love to us, to love Thee with all the 
powers of our souls. Thou hast done exceed- 
ing abundantly for us, above all that we can 
ask or think. Thou art our Creator, our Pre- 
server, and our Redeemer. Thou pourest 
down innumerable blessings upon us, which 
yet, great as they are, ought principally to be 
regarded as the means and earnest of far great- 
er. If we do well, it is from Thee that we 
have the power of so doing, and from Thee 
also that we have our reward. If we do ill, 
Thou art still the same merciful Lord over all ; 
Thou canst not deny thyself, but out of our 
evil bringest forth good, and so orderest the 
course of thy dispensations to us, as that they 
are still what we ought most to hope for and 
desire ; and could we judge aright, yea, infi- 
nitely more than we can hope for, desire, or con- 
ceive. When we think on these things, we 
are lost in the admiration of thy unfathomable 
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bounty and goodness ; the successive eleva- 
' tions of our souls overpower our faculties, and 
we begin even to disbelieve through joy. O 
teach us to come unto Thee, by him who is 
the way, and the truth, and the life, that we 
may all be one in Thee and him, as Thou art 
in him, and he in Thee. Teach us to expect, 
-with the humblest hope and fullest assurance, 
the same mercy, and compassion, and forgive- 
ness from Thee, which he exerc^ed towards 
miserable sinners whilst here on earth, and 
jet ever to strive after the same purity and 
perfection in ourselves, which he practised 
and taught Thus let us love Thee in deed 
and in truth, being equally careful to avoid all 
superstitious apprehensions of thy severity, 
and all enthusiastic, unwarranted presumption 
upon tiiy goodness. Whether our hearts con- 
demn us or acquit us, grant us a filial confi- 
dence in Thee as to a most kind and indulgent 
Father, who art always ready to hear us and 
help' us. Whether we fear a temporal or a spir- 
itual evil, let us ever implore Thee with an hon- 
est and ingenuous heart, knowing that Thou 
wilt never leave us nor forsake us. Whether 
we sorrow or rejoice, whether we live or die, 
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let all be unto Thee ; let thy rod and thy 
staif comfort us. Bring us to Thyself in such 
a manner and by such degrees, as we are best 
able to bear. Let all our pleasures and pains 
lead us to Thee, and kindle the flarae of true, 
rational devotion in us ; and let this holy flame 
thus kindled sanctify all our thoughts, our 
words, and our actions. In a more particular 
manner let us learn from thy love to love one 
another. • 

Convince us that we are all' members one 
of another, and that if we be oursehes in our 
natural and healthy state, we must rejoice with 
those that rejoice, and weep with those that 
weep ; and that our strength and perfection 
consist in this. Let us all look, not at our 
own things, but at those of each other. Con- 
vince us that he who does ndt take this road to 
happiness, walketh in darkness, and is engag- 
ed in an inconsistent pursuit, a pursuit which 
is at utter variance with his own nature, and 
the all-beautiful and all-wise system of the 
world, the system of benevolence. Convince 
us that such a one must be disappointed of his 
aim, and that it is the strongest evidence of 
thy fatherly goodness to such a one, to embit- 
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ter those pleasures to him which are so destruc- 
tive of his health and happiness. Let these 
reflections mortify in us all selfishness and 
self-complacency ; all passion and resentment ; 
all pride, insolence, ostentation, and vain-glo 
ry ; all prejudice and partiality ; all envy and 
malice ; all bitterness, evil-speaking, and re- 
joicing in iniquity or misery ; with all censo- 
riousness, austerity, moroseness, and peevish- 
^ ness. And let us learn to make a right use of 
all the relations and events of life, and to im- 
prove them all into the' means of virtue and 
happiness, by increasing every day in rational 
unlimited benevolence; in natural affection 
and true friendship; in tenderness and com- 
passion ; in affability and courtesy ; in meek- 
ness,, patience, humility, modesty, and diffi- 
dence in ourselves ; in forgiveness and gene- 
rosity to our enemies; and in .the most ear- 
nest desires, prayers, and endeavours for the 
happiness of all, to whom these can any ways 
extend. And blessed be Thou, O most glo- 
rious Being, that such desires, prayers, and 
endeavours shall not want their accomplish- 
ment ; that we are all growing up in the 
knowledge of thy Son to perfect manhood, to 
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the measure of the 'stature of the fulness of 
CHRist ; that the fellowship of the mystery of 
the unsearchable riches of Christ is ever un- 
folding itself more and more, and yet ever 
hidden ; that thine infinite mercy and benefi-* 
cence to us infinitely surpass our most elevated 
wishes and conjectures, and will ever infinite- 
ly surpass them. How dear are thy counsels 
unto us, O God ! How great is the sum of 
them ! Such knowledge is too wonderful and 
excellent for us ; we cannot attain unto it O 
help us, being first rooted and grounded in 
love, to .comprehend with all saints what 
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height, and to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge, that we may be filled 
with ail thy fulness; and let every creature 
which is in heaven, and on earth, and under 
the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all 
that are in them, say, Blessings and honour, 
and glory, and power be unto Him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever 
and ever. Ameru 
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VII. 



Composed in June, 1786. 
O God, by whose goodness alone it is that I 
am joined to one so amiable, teach me to love 
her with all sincerity, tenderness, affection, and 
purity ; to seek her welfare with all pleasure 
and gratitude, and in every thing to regard 
her as myself. Bless us with all the blessings 
of this life which Thou seest fit for us, and 
teach us to assist each other in our preparation 
for a better. Make us zealous to improve 
each other's virtues, and careful and affection- 
ate in admonishing each other upon all occa- 
sions of, or tendencies to, error or vice. 
Teach us to perform all the duties of our life* 
and station with prudence, uprightness, and 
true religion ; to govern our family with all 
kindness, and benevolent regard to every one 
in it ; and especially to be diligent in the edu- ^ 
cation of those children with which Thou 
shalt bless us : keep us from being over care- 
ful to provide for them the things of this 
world ; and let our chief study be to form 
their minds to real piety and virl^ue, and to in- 
stil into them the knowledge of Christ and 
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him crucified. Thou ha^t so ordered the re* 
lations of life, as to beget in us that love of 
our neighbour and of Thee, in which alone 
true happiness consists ; teach us therefore 
thus to ascend unto perfection; unto that 
state in which we shall become members of 
Christ and of each other, and Thou, O 
God, be all in all. List not the transient joys 
of this world engage our affections : make us 
dead to pleasure, honor, and profit j and let 
us so use the blessings which Thou hast con- 
ferred upon us here, as to prepare us for solid 
happiness hereafter^ It is thine undeserved 
goodness alone to which we are indebted for 
all the comforts and conveniencies of this life, 
'in so desirable a degree ; for the health of .our 
bodies and minds ; and for the outward means 
of gratifying our wants. In all these things we 
entirely resign up ourselves to thine infallible 
wisdom and undoubted goodness ; and neither 
ask for riches, nor health, nor life itself, but for 
that alone wljuch will make us most acceptable 
unto Thee. Let thy blessings attend us and 
ours, to direct, sanctify, and govern both our 
hearts and bodies in the ways of thy laws, and 
in the works of thy commandments. ' Let our 
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conversation be in heaven, and let the attain- 
ment of a happy futurity be the grand design 
and employment of our lives. And whenever 
it shall please Thee to call us, or any of our 
connexions, into that invisible state, towards 
which we are continually hastening, teach 
those that remain, not to sorrow as they which 
"have no hope ; but be Thou thqir guide and 
guardian, and make them to see and be assur- 
ed, that death itself, when sent by thee, is the 
most welcome of all messengers. ' For in truth, 
O God, we ought to knpw^ and be assured, 
that it is a matter of indifference whether we 
live or die, provided we be thine ; and that the 
dark valley of the shadow of death has noth- 
ing terrible in it, to those who are conducted 
by Thee. Preserve in us therefore a perpetu- 
al sense of this important truth, that so we may 
learn both to fit and prepare ourselves for our 
great cliange, and also cheerfully to resign up 
our souls to Thee, as to a faithful Creator. 
To Thee therefore do I now resign up all our 
concerns, temporal and eternal, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advo- 
cate. 
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VIII. 

* Composed in June, 1736. 

O Heavenly Father, who hast graciously 
promised that whosoever asketh shall receive ; 
that all things shall be possible 'to them which 
believe ; and that Thou wilt send thy Holy 
Spirit to help our infirmities ; teach me to lay 
hold on these glorious promises ; to come 
boldly unto the throne of Grace, in full assur- 
ance of being heard, and having all my real 
wants, supplied ; and yet to come with the 
deepest sense of these my wants, and of my 
own utter inability to supply them. Let me ' 
make it the supreme pleasure and delight of 
my life to approach thy presence ; to lay open 
all my cares and fears, all my doubts, scruples,- 
and anxieties before Thee, and to beg of Thee 
that solid content and peace of mind, that 
joy unspeakable and full of glory, which are 
the genuine fruits of a filial confidence in Thee, 
of casting all our cares upon Him who careth 
for us. Let me never forget that to be cold 
and lifeless in my devotions is a certain proof 
that my heart and treasure are not where they 
ought to be ; that I do not love Thee above 
ail things, unless my meditations of Thee be 
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always sweet ; unless the constant sense of thy 
presence be my comfort and support ; unless I 
pray always, and that with truth and fervency. 
Let me tremble at the guilt and danger of be- 
ing negligent and indifferent in religion, after 
the gracious manifestations of Thyself, which 
Thou hast afforded me in thy word and works ; 
afler the full conviction which I have had that 
Thou art my only good, and that thy loving- 
kindness is better than life itself I have long 
endeavoured to find rest elsewhere, but in 
vain. I have given money for that which is 
not bread, and labored for that which satisfi- 
eth not; and blessed be Thou, O God, that 
I have met with these disappointments. Make 
me therefore at last to come weary and heavy- 
laden unto Thee, that so Thou mayest re- 
fresh me ; that so I may never more wander 
in the perplexities of folly and vice, but be fa- 
vored continually with the light of thy coun- 
tenance. For I know, O God, that it is the 
want of sincerity in. my ways, which keeps 
me from rejoicing always; from being ever 
sensibly affected with thy goodness to me, and 
to all thy creatures ; and which fills my mind 
with so much fear and mistrust. I perceive 
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in myself a perpbtual readinesi> to deceive 
myself, and prevaricate with Thee, and 
must confess that this is the true source of all 
my anxieties. Let therefore the constant ap- 
prehension of thy ail-seeing eye attend every 
thought, every word, and every action of my 
.life. Convince me how foolish it is to desire to 
deviate from the right way; and grant me 
true wisdom and courage in every instance of 
duty ; that so I may first know how to con- 
duct myself, and then be enabled to overcome 
all such difficulties and temptations as I may 
meet with in my course. Let the deceitful- 
ness of sin, and the infinite hazard to which 
every the least vicious compliance exposes me, 
alarm me to the full extent of my faculties ; 
and let the prospect of that immortal crown of 
glory, which Thou hast prepared for all that 
love Thee, inspire me with resolution, cheer- 
fulness, and gratitude, in ^very circumstance 
of life, whether prosperous or adverse. As- 
sist me in my conceptions of Thee, and ad- 
dresses to Thee. Free me from superstitous 
fears and profane indifference ; and merci- 
fully accept me, notwithstanding all my sins, 
follies, and frailties, for the sake of Jesus 
CHRis'f , my blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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IX. 

Composed July 20, 1736. 
O Lord, I know that all thy ways are full 
of infinite tenderness and compassion to all 
thy creatures, and that it is owing to our own 
blindness and narrow comprehensions, that we 
are not filled with the most exalted joy and 
gratitude upon every event of our lives. Yet 
such also is thy goodness, that Thou wilt gra* 
ciously accept that tribute of praise and thanks- 
giving, which we are able to pay ; and which 
the sense of thy extraordinary favors does 
not fail to raise even in our dull and lifeless 
hearts. Accept therefore, O merciful Father, 
of my' most humble and hearty acknowledg- 
ments for the life of the dear partner of all my 
hopes and happiness. It is thy command that 
we should fly to Thee in every desire and dis- 
tress. This I did, and thou sawest the bitter- 
ness and anguish of my soul, and hadst mer- 
cy upon me. To thy mercy therefore, O 
God, be the praise, and not to human art or 
assistance, except as conducted by Thee. We 
can of our own selves do nothing ; but all things 
through Thee, who strengthenest us. O may 
3* 
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we never place any confidence in ourselves, 
but always apply to Thee, in faith and full as- 
surance. Let our first care be to purify our- 
selves from every evil way, and then let us ap- 
proach thy presence, and implore thy assist- 
ance. And since thou hast once more given 
us to each other, let the remainder of our time 
in this uncertain state be consecrated to Thee 
and thy service ; to the duties of our rank and 
station ; to faith, hope, and charity ; to ration- 
al, unlimited benevolence ; and to that love of 
Thee which passeth all understanding. Let 
us not consider ourselves any more as members 
of this world, but as having our conversation in 
heaven; as perpetually drawing near to the 
holy Jerusalem, and to the spirits of just men 
made perfect Let thy fatherly c(»rection 
teach us humility and true repentance ; to sin 
no more, lest a worse thing happen unto us ; to 
examine and try ourselves with all strictness 
and impartiality ; to renounce every vicious and 
corrupt practice ; and to adhere steadfastly 
and uniformly to every thing which we appre- 
hend to be our duty. Take from us all im- 
moderate solicitude after health, or any other 
of the blessings of this life ; convince us that 
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thou art not unmindful of our wants and ne* 
cessities, and that if we first seek thy king- 
dom, and the righteousness thereof, all things 
else will be added unto us. For I am truly sen- 
sible, O Lord, that it is the instability of my 
ways, my foolish endeavour to serve both God 
and Mammon, which has brought down these 
evils and distresses upon me : it is thy truth, 
and faithfulness, and mercy, which have caused 
me to be afflicted ; and I do, by thy assistance, 
resolve to make myself ever more and more 
sensible of this important truth, and to act 
agreeably to such a conviction. O let thy 
Holy Spirit always attend me, to render these 
my resolutions effectual ; to raise in my mind 
the truest gratitude to Thee, and humblest 
opinion oi myself; and to make me stead- 
fast, unmoveable, and always abound in the 
work of the Lord. 

X. 

Composed in October, 1736. MidL 31. 

O MOST merciful God, it is by thy grace 
and goodness that I am what I am ; that I 
have been in some degree restrained from the 
gross vices to which I was once a slave ; and 
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in some degree made sensible how sweet and 
delightful it is to obey the perfect law of liber- 
ty. I have experienced how much religious 
considerations are able to improve the pleas- 
ures, and abate the pains, of this mortal state ; 
Thou hast comforted and supported me in all 
my distresses, and empowered me to undergo 
what Thou hast not thought fit to remove. 

I was once afflicted in body, mind, and es- 
tate ; my vices and follies had led me into all 
kinds of perplexity and misery ; and I grew 
everyday more and more the servant of sin. 
But blessed be thy goodness, which gave me a 
heart to pray, and to endeavour to repent and 
amend ; and which taught me to see that all 
my afflictions were from thy hand ; and no 
other than the kind admonitions and correc- 
tions of my Heavenly Father. I recollect, 
with joy and gratitude, that all my prayers 
have, in part, been heard ; and all my wants, 
in part, supplied. Had I been more sin- 
cere and fervent in my duty, I should have 
been still more favored with the light of thy 
countenance, and with all blessings, temporal 
and spiritual. I should not be thus oppressed, 
as I even yet am, w^th grief aud' anxiety, with 
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fearfulness, diffidence, and superstition ; for 1 
know the evil root from which all this bitter- 
ness has sprung, and is still nourished. I am 
still immersed in the pleasures of sense ; and 
find that all my endeavours to free * myself are 
vain and inffectual. I am not yet sensible, as 
I ought tg be, of what importance it is to me 
to become holy and spiritual in all respects, 
and to take up my cross, and follow Christ. 
I do therefore, in the sweet experience of thy 
former mercies, and in full confidence in thy 
fatherly love and kindness, appear before Th6e, 
to implore thy assistance in this my helpless 
condition. I pray for that comforter, which 
Christ has prdmised to all that ask in his 
name. Let him be present with me, to di- 
rect and strengthen me ; to keep me from all 
prevarication and self-deceit ; and to impress 
upon my mind the most serious and awakened 
sense of my duty. Let me ever remember, 
that perpetual cheerfulness and serenity are 
not to be obtained but by a sincere and uni- 
form obedience ; that I shall never be able to 
meet death with entire resignation and grati- 
tude to Thee, unless my life be pure and per- 
fect ; and that all my prayers, meditations, and 
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religious notions, will ever be attended with 
terror and confusion, till I learn to seek thy 
kingdom and the righteousness thereof, with 
my whole heart, and leave all to follow Christ. 
Particularly, O God, teach me to govern my 
sensual appetites, and to make them entirely 
subservient to their true purposes, thfe health 
of my body and mind. I see that pain, sick- 
ness, and death are the punishments peculiar- 
ly appointed by Thee for the correction of lux- 
ury and intemperance of all* kinds ; and that 
the victory over my perverted and ungovernable 
passions, together with that holy peace of mind 
which passeth all understanding, are the nat- 
ural consequences of mortification and self- 
denial. And yet, notwithstanding this my 
knowledge and conviction, I am utterly una- 
ble to regulate my conduct in these matters. 
I find a foolish and vicious self-indulgence 
prevailing over me eyery day ; and I am as- 
sured by repeated experience, that I have no 
power of myself to help myself O be Thou 
my guide and guardian ; make me ever sen- 
sible that the joys of the mind are as real as 
those of the body, and capable of affording a 
much more lasting and exalted pleasure. Let 
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me learn to restrain the first motions to irreg- 
ularity and excess," and to curb my impetuous 
and unreasonable fondness for sensual gratifi- 
cations. Let my former pains, distresses, and 
anxieties recur to my mi/id in the time of 
temptation ; and let me fix my thoughts and 
affections upon that glorious and immortal 
state, to which there is no admittance, but by 
purifying myself from all filthiness of fieshand 
spirit. Hear me, O merciful Father, for the 
sake of that great example of mortification and 
self-denial, Jes.us Christ, thy Son, our Lord. 

XL 

Composed in December, 1736. iEtat. 31. 
O HEAVENLY Father, whoso gooducss ex- 
tends itself to all thy creatures ; who hast formed 
our bodies and our minds in so- wonderful a man- 
ner, making them the instruments of many and 
great pleasures to us ; and who hast in thy 
holy gospel commanded us not to be anxious 
or diffident about our condition here, but to de- 
pend upon thy care and protection ; teach us to 
cpmply with this kind and comfortable precept. 
Let our first endeavour be not to ask amiss ; 
let us purify ourselves from every worldly and 
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vain desire ; and learn to seek thy kingdom, 
and the righteousness of it, with our whole 
hearts. Poverty and disgrace are no evils to 
those, whose hearts and conversations are not 
in this world, and who are able to wait with 
patience for that day, wherein Thou wilt give 
to every man according to his works. But 
thaViks be to thy goodness, we are possessed 
of all the comforts and conveniencies of life, 
in such a degree, as calls for the warmest re* 
turns of gratitude and obedience ; and .we 
want nothing but the hearts to enjoy those 
blessings of health, peace, and plenty, which 
Thou hast bestowed upon us. O let us see 
that nothing can make us truly happy, but 
piety and virtue; but resignation to Thee, 
indifference to this world, and the constant 
and earnest expectation of a better. All con- 
ditions and circumstances are prosperous to 
the devout, the humble, and the benevo- 
lent : he who trusts in Thee can never be dis- 
appointed ; and all our desires and endeavours 
for the happiness of others will, in due timje, 
receive their accomplishment. Grant us, 
therefore, O gracious Lord, these inestimable 
sources of joy and comfort ; and in all out- 
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ward things, deal with us in sach a manner, 
as will most advance our eternal welfare. 

We commit ourselves entirely to thy father- 
ly affection ; and only beg that we may not 
forfeit thy favor by any ill conduct of our own. 
Make us to increase every day in love to each 
other, and to all mankind. Let our study and 
ambition be to promote the happiness of all 
about us, and to make continual approaches 
to thy pure and all-perfect nature. Particu- 
larly, O God, let not the desire of reputation 
or advantage defile my cares and endeavours 
for the health of others; teach me to over- 
flow with real tenderness and compassion to 
all that are afflicted with pain or sickness ; and 
to be heartily solicitous to administer to them 
comfort and relief; let it be the delight of my 
life to do good to the bodies and souls of men. 
And do thou prosper my endeavours, as Thou 
shalt see most fitting fi>r me and them. Let 
not my vices or follies be the occasion of 
misery to any one ; but, as far as is suitable 
to the conduct of thy providence, enable me 
to. deliver others froip thy displeasure, both 
here and hereafter. Teach me to understand 
thy word and works, to think rightly of thy 
4 
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goodness myself, and to vindicate it to others 
as I ought. Let me not give occasion of o^ 
fence to any, or encourage any to continue in 
their sins. Subdue my passions, put a stop 
to my roving thoughts and fears, and O ! make 
us all to submit to thee in Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. 

XII. 

Composed March 18, 1737. 
O God, I cannot but see how far I am de- 
ficient in that confidence in Thee, vjrhich 
virould make me contented and happy under 
my present afflictions. But to whom can I 
fly except to Thee, who art the Author and 
Giver of every good and perfect gift, who siip- ^ 
pliest all our spiritual, as well as temporal 
wants. I am terrified above measure at the 
prospect of pain and death; and though I 
know, and am assured, that thy mercy and 
providence extend themselves to the lowest of 
thy creatures, yet such is the infirmity and 
narrowness of my mind, that I cannot place 
that comfortable trust in. Thee, which it is my 
duty tad happiness to do. 
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This is, I am convinced, in a great measure 
owing to a diffidence in myself, to a just con- 
sciousness of my repeated prevarications with 
Thee. WheQ I examine my own heart im- 
partially, I do not find that entire devotion to 
thy sefvice, which I now see is absolutely 
necegsary to remove my anxieties and distress- 
es ; and to conduct me through this dark valley 
of the shadow of death, with the peace and 
cheerfulness of a Christian. Vain and ambi- 
tious desires, the cares, and fears, and enjoy- 
ments of this world, have always overcome 
the most serious resolutions which I have 
hitherto made. If, therefore, O heavenly 
Father, it is necessary for the correction and 
improvement of my heart, to continue my pres- 
ent afflictions, or to add to the weight of them, 
thy will be done. When I am myself, when I 
consider thy word, or thy works, I cannot 
doubt that thy corrections are for my profit, 
that I may be made partaker of thy holiness 
and happiness ; yea, I perceive and acknowl- 
edge, with all humility, resignation, and 
gratitude, that my former pains and distresses 
have made tne less foolish, and vicious, and 
obstinate, than before their infliction. It is 
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therefore with the most implicit deference to 
thine unerring wisdom, and never-failing good- 
ness, that I presume to implore Thee for the 
recovery of my health. Thou seest with what 
unsteadiness, both in judgment and practice, 
I daily act in relation to the means of gaining 
and preserving this blessing. I am not only 
full of ignorance and error, but also incapable 
of restraining myself as I ought, where I am 
rightly informed. Direct me therefore, O God, 
to such a method of life as may best fit me for 
the duties of my station ; and let not any sen- 
sual gratification, or inferior motive, mislead 
me, or prevail over me. Teach ipe, at the 
same time that I avoid all excess and abuse 
of thy creatures, to converse familiarly and 
inofi<bnsively amongst mankind, firee fit>ih 
censoriousness and austerity, and always re- 
membering that Thou bringest good out of 
evil, and that all things are good, and pure, 
and perfect, in thy sight. As to my desires 
of the riches and honors of this world, I some- 
times flatter myself that I am in this respect 
arrived at some degree of perfection : but alas 1 
I then forget what are my daily and hourly 
thoughts and pursuits. For I am still anxious 
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and fearful ; solicitous to place myself in the 
most advantageous light ; and desirous to ap- 
pear skilful and compassionate, rather than 
to 6e so. I am eager after the opinion of the 
world, and fond of the glory of discovering, or 
executing, what may be of service to them : 
but not sincerely and devoutly earnest with 
Thee, that thy kingdom may come. Even my 
prayers and religious meditations are infected 
with some secret folly of this kind. O let me 
learn to refer all my actions to Thee ; and td 
be practically, convinced, that the applauses of 
this world are empty, deceitful, and perni- 
cious ; but that thy approbation is eternal and 
infinite. 

Thou hast blessed me abundantly ; in my 
wife, in my children, in my fortunes, and in 
thy past preservation of the health of my body 
and mind. Nay, even under my present and 
uncertain state, Thou hast afforded me a com- 
fortable prospect of an entire recovery. Add, 
I beseech Thee, one blessing more : the heart 
to enjoy what I have, to be contented and 
thankful. And as I am more than ordinarily 
affected at the apprehensions of leaving this 
world, and passing into another, teach me to 
4* 
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overcome these, by the purity and integrity of 
my life ; by my faith in Thee and thy gospel ; 
by becoming the sincere and steadfast disci- 
ple of Him, to whom Thou hast delivered the 
keys of death and hell ; and by the example 
of all thy saints^ and servants. I plainly per- 
ceive that it is the constant recollection of my 
imperfections and deviations from what I know 
to be my duty, which is my chief obstacle to 
peace and cheerfulness, and the joyful assured 
expectation of a happy futurity. I could not 
dread thy judgments hereafter, were I not con- 
scious that I am guilty of such things as are 
plainly attended with them here. O send thy 
Holy Spirit into my heart : let him first make 
me such as I ought to be, and then inspire me 
with joy in believing. Let me learn to view 
the king of terrors with courage and confi- 
dence in Thee, with a desire to depart, and 
to be with Christ; and let my cares and fears^ 
for my life and health, arise merely fi'om the 
use I am of to others. I have endeavoured to 
express my true > and inmost sentiments and 
desires before Thee, O thou infinite Being, 
who hearest me and seest me, and art more ' 
present with me than I am with myself As 
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for Thee, I neither see Thee, nor hear Thee, 
nor perceive Thee as Thou art, in Thyself, by 
any of my faculties, corporeal or mental. I 
can neither speak of Thee, nor think of Thee, 
nor pray to Thee, as I ought ; yet still I know 
that Thou art ; that I am thy creature, and thy 
servant. All my hope and confidence is in 
Thee ; and it is the joy of my life that I am 
thus permitted and commanded to appear in 
thy presence, and to know and feel that Thou 
art my Father and my God« 

XIIL 

Composed May, 1737. Mtfut S2. 
O MOST merciful God and Father, who 
hast relieved me hitherto in all my sorrows 
and distresses ; hear me now, I most humbly 
beseech Thee. Thou seest my present anx- 
ious and uncertain state of mind, in relation 
to my health : O make me indifferent to it ; 
teach me to say, with sincerity and cheerful- 
ness, "Thy will be done." Let no secret 
hopes or wishes after this life, and the enjoy- 
ments of it, corrupt my heart, or retard my 
preparation for a better. Whether I be in 
sickness or in health, let my conversation be 
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in heaven; let me earnestly aspire after the 
duties and joys of thy everlasting kingdom, 
and seek the righteousness of it with my whole 
heart. I do sometimes endeavour to promote 
the knowledge and love of our great Lord and 
master Jesus Christ ; but being myself so far 
from this knowledge and love, and from the 
imitation of his example, my labors have 
little effect, either towards the correction and 
improvement of others, or my own comfort. 
They are full of vanity, self-conceit, and pas- 
sion ; and want that meekness, humility, and 
tendemes, which are the peculiar glory of our 
religion ; and which are so necessary to gain 
the attention of those who hear. I seek my 
own glory, not thine ; and am eager to propa- 
gate my own doctrines and opinions, making 
trifles to be of high importance, and over- 
looking the great and weighty matters of thy 
law. 

O let me be no longer destitute of the true 
love of Thee, and of my neighbour ; nor so- 
licitous about the concerns of this present 
life, and the welfare of that frail, earthly body, 
which cannot long endure ; which is subject 
to so much pain and disorder; and whose 
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pleasures have hitherto proved so unsatisfactory 
and pernicious to me. Thy will be done. 
If pain, sickness, and death be what Thou 
hast appointed fot me, teach me to receive them 
with submission and gratitude ; to be assured 
that they are not onl/ necessary, but also de- 
sirable in the highest degree, though I be so 
blind as not to see their use. Teach me to 
be an example of patience and courage to oth- 
ers ; dispel those doubts and fears with which 
I have hitherto been afflicted ; and mercifully 
receive me into the holy and happy mansions 
prepared for those who love Thee. Alas ! I 
know not the importance of what I here re- 
quest ; could I see it, and be made truly sensi- 
ble of it, I should make it the subject of my 
daily and hourly prayers and endeavours. 
But Thou, O God I art my father and my 
friend ; Thou knowest all my wants, and wilt, 
if it be best for me, supply them all ; in judg- 
ment Thou rememberest mercy. How apt 
are we to abuse this source of never-failing 
comfort, and become negligent and indifferent, 
from the consideration of thine unlimited ten- 
derness and compassion. O let my present 
afflictions, let these thoughts and prayers with 
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which Thou hast now inspired me, awaken 
me from this deadly sleep, and free me.from 
the slavery of my sins ; so that if I should be 
restored to ease and health again, my life may 
become one continued act of love and grati- 
tude to Thee, of good will to others, and of 
government over myself, of faith, hope, and 
charity. If otherwise, to thy mercy I commit 
myself. Support me under the pains and 
fears which attend the removal into another 
state; forgive not only the follies and indis- 
cretions of my youth, but those greater crimes 
of pride, ambition, iieglect of religion, and 
the abuse of my time, health, fortunes, 
and other talents committed to my charge, 
which have made every reflection upon death 
so bitter to me ; and graciously receive me in- 
to that New Jerusalem, in which there is nei- 
ther death, nor sorrow, nor crying, nor pain. 
To thy mercy I commit also whatever is dear 
to m^ ; my wife, my children, and all my 
friends. Make them all see the importance 
of a holy life ; sanctify both prosperity and 
adversity to them ; and so conduct them 
through things temporal, that they finally lose 
not the things eternal. Teach them to avoid 
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the bitter sorrows which all sin will inevitably 
bring upon th^ doers thereof; and to devote 
themselves to Thee without reserve, not hop- 
ing or endeavouring after happiness from any 
of the vain pursuits of this life. Make us all 
to hunger and thirst after thy king don of grace 
and glory ; enable us to preach and propa- 
gate it ; and above all, bless us with success 
in our designs and labors of this kind. 
Come, Lord Jesus ! come quickly. Amen, 

XIV. 

Composed Sept. 11, 173S. ^Etat. 33. 
O Father of Mercies, and God of all com- 
fort, who dost not willingly afflict the children 
of men, I acknowledge, with all humility and 
sincerity, that my sins have made thy present 
chastisements necessary for my profit. O 
teach me to apply to Thee with that submis- 
sion, earnestness, and true repentance, which 
may be effectual to my relief. Thou hast al- 
ready afforded me such instances of thy com- ' 
passion, in the repeated deliverance of my wife 
fr6m the near approaches of death, ae call for 
the warmest returns of gratitude and obedi- 
ence ; but alas ! I find myself unable to per- 
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severe in the good attempts which I some* 
times make; and the uncertain condition of 
her health compels me once more to call myself 
to account, and to apply to Thee, my only 
friend and protector. O God, let it he thy 
good pleasure to restore her to a state of health ; 
grant that we may live long together, to be a 
mutual comfort and support to each other ; 
nevertheless, not what we will, but what Thou 
wilt. Teach us to take proper measures for her 
recovery ; do Thou grant a blessing to them, 
and bestow upon us such a degree of faith, 
as may render our petitions acceptable to 
Thee. Thy almighty power extends to every 
thing ; thy goodness has no bounds ; I do not 
doubt therefore in relation to Thee, but fear 
for myself, that I am still such a one, as that 
present mercies may alienate my affections 
from Thee. O give me the assistance of thy 
Holy Spirit ; let me learn to love that which 
Thou commandest ; and to desire that which 
Thou dost promise ; and to be practically 
convinced, from the experience which I have 
already had, that it is .in vain for me to hope 
for happiness in this world, that so I may place 
my heart upon another. Give to her also the 
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comfort and assistance of thy Holy Spirit ; 
make her truly penitent and contrit;e for what- 
ever she has done amiss ; reconcile her to all 
thy dispensations ; satisfy her bf thine infinite 
tenderness and loving-kindness to her, under 
all circumstances, and that nothing can hap- 
pen to her, but what she ought most to desire 
and pray for, could she judge aright. Re- 
move from her all unprofitable fears with rela- 
tion to another state ; grant her a steadfast 
faith in Thee and thy gospel ; convince her 
•of the vanity of all earthly enjoyments ; and 
give her a lively sense of the reality and glori- 
-ousness of that kingdom which Thou hast pre- 
pared for those that love Thee, together with an 
earnest longing after it. And however Thou 
art pleased to dispose of us, let the time of our 
continuance here be spent in thy service, in 
the duties of the time and place, in love to 
each other and to all mankind, and in the 
most perfect resignation and devotion to Thee. 
Let us bear each other's infirmities and bur- 
dens, with patience and tenderness ; watch- 
ing over each other's salvation with faithfulness 
and affectionate concern ; dividing all our joys 
and griefs ; and becoming one body and one 
5 
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soul in Jesus Christ. Thou hast made us 
happy in mutual love, and the other circum- 
stances of our lives, but seest fit to w^ithhold 
from us the blessing of health ; yet I know 
and am convinced, that there is the same 
mercy and tenderness in this, as in thy other 
dispensations. O make us such, as that the 
health of our bodies may not be hurtful to our 
souls, and then remove thy afflicting hand. 
Teach me, whilst I thus earnestly entreat 
Thee, to resign up all my concerns to Thee 
with confidence and thankfulness ; and at the 
same time to love her with affeption and sin- 
cerity, and to puri^fy myself from all ^sensual 
inclinations. Forgive and purify us both, 
O gracious God ! and deal with us as it seem- 
eth best to Thee. 

• XV. . 
CoQ^osed June 17, 1739. ^tat. 34. 
O God, who^e unerring providence con- 
ducts all things, both in heaven and earth, I 
humbly bless and praise thy name for the suc- 
cess which Thou hast given to my late en- 
deavours. I humbly implore thy forgiveness 
for the manifold imperfections of my bedt de- 
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sires and designs ; the want of due modesty, 
meekness, and charity; and for the actual 
selfishness and self-will, the impatience of con-« 
tradiction, and fondness for applause, which I 
am abundantly conscious of in this matter. I 
have not had that respect and forbearance to- 
wards others, which both reason and religion 
requi^re ; not even when I have been sensible 
of this obligation ; but have suffered myself to 
jun into hastiness and bitterness ; to give un- 
favorable constructions and representations ; 
and, in many instances of thought, word, and 
deed, to be guided by jealousy, pride, and pas- 
sion. That I have had any share of benevo- 
lence, that I have ever been able to restrain 
myself, is owing to thy grace and goodness ; 
and to these be the praise. It is from Thee 
that I have been enabled to place such a con- 
fidence in truth, as to persist in its defence ,* 
increase this light, and confirm this faith ever- 
more. Let me make it the study, and care, 
and ambition of my life, to do good ; not so- 
licitous about events, but referring all to Thee, 
in the fullest hope and assurance that thy 
righteous and all-merciful will must at last 
prevail to the inexpressible satisfaction and de« 
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light of all that ha?e learned an entire submis- 
sion to it. This is what I find myself still ex- 
tremely deficient in ; the imperfection of my 
health, and the light afflictions which I feel in 
other externals, have been, and are, sufficient 
(such is 'my weakness and folly) to ch^ck, and 
almost to extinguish, the gratitude, love, and 
confidence, which I owe to Thee for my cre- 
ation, preservation, redemption, and the many 
comforts which I enjoy.. At the same time, I 
am entirely convinced, that a change in exter- 
nals would be ineffectual for my relief. O 
grant me the assistance of thy grace to renew 
a right spirit within me ; that I may trust no 
more to earthly things, but begin from this day, 
this moment, to have my conversation in 
heaven. Remove from me health, riches, and 
honor ; give me pain, disgrace, poverty, or 
fleath ; try me, exercise me, afflict me, when, 
and where, and as thou wilt ; so I may learn 
to keep thy commandments, and rejoice in 
tribulation, as a true disciple of Christ. En- 
able me for the future to' behave with perfect 
integrity, meekness, discretion, humility, and 
disinterested, affectionate regard for the miser- 
able. And let us all learn to apply to Thee for 
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direction and assistance in every thing which 
we undertake, through Jesus Christ* our 
Lord. Amen, 

XVI. 

For a Blessing on the Composition^ Puhlicor 
tion, and Success of his " Observations on 
Man:' 

Composed Sept. 2, 1739. i£tat. 34. 
O Almighty God, the Author and Giver 
of every good and perfect gift ; I; thine un- 
worthy creature, being deeply sensible of my 
own blindness, and weakness, and inability to 
help myself or others, humbly implore thy 
blessing upon my studies, and particularly up- 
on the design which I have now undertaken. 
It is thy command that we should in all things 
consult thy glory, and the good of our fellow- 
creatures ; and this is not more our duty, than 
it would be our happiness, were we to perform 
it. But alas ! we are all gone otft of the way, 
our understandings are darkened, and our wills 
perverted. It is thy mercy to me which has 
made me sensible of these deviations ; of this 
fallen estate and corrupt disposition in myself 
and others ; and which has inspired me with 
5* 
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a design to publish those glorious and com- 
fortable truths which I have learned from thy 
word and works. O let the same mercy sup- 
port me in the prosecution of my undertaking. 
The more I survey it, the more do I find my- 
self unequal to so great a task. How shall I, 
who am blind, not mislead others? How 
shall I overcome that perverseness, that slave- 
ry to sin and death, which being a bar to my 
own happiness, cannot but unqualify me for 
being a teacher to others ? Yet, since it pleas- 
es Thee to make use of thy creatures as in- 
struments of good and evil to each other ; since 
Thou hast promised thy Holy Spirit to those 
that ask, and hast assured us that thy grace is 
sufficient for us ; I will not despair, but en- 
deavour to be strong through my weakness, 
depending upon Thee alone for light, direc- 
tion, and assistance. Have mercy upon us, 
most Merciful Father; pity the wanderings 
and perplexities of mankind ; correct and pu* 
rify this thy creation, and put an end to our 
corruptions and distresses. Let no vanity, no 
high opinion of myself, no desire of applause, 
or fear of censure, mix themselves with and 
defile my labors. Fill me with compassion 
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and good will ; with a true zeal for thy glory ; 
with meekness and humility ; and bestow up- 
on me a sound mind, with such a degree of 
discernment as seemeth best to Thee. Let 
me speak the truth as it is in Jesus. Let 
me imitate the example of my great Lord and 
Master, whose meat and drink it was to do thy 
will. Thou hast satisfied me of the emptiness 
and deceitfulness 9f this world ; glory be to 
Thee. Thou hast also convinced me of the 
certainty and superior excellency of that hap- 
piness which religion promises, notwithstand- 
ing that my sins do sometimes beget in me 
such doubts and fears that I am not influenced 
by this conviction; perfect that good work 
which Thou hast begun, and not in me only, 
but in all t*hy creatures, that we may all praise 
Thee. Let my past follies and misconducts 
teach me how to instruct others, and mortify in 
me all pride and self-conceit. Let my repent- 
ance and recovery be an example and encour- 
agement to the sinfiil and miserable. When I 
am successful, let me not be rash or puffed up, 
but give the glory to Thee. When I am dis- 
appointed, let me not despond; let me still 
have an entire confidence in Thee, and fly to 
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Thee by prayer. Let me never forget either 
my own infinite nothingness, or thy incompre- 
hensible power and gdodness. Whatever is 
best I know will be efiected, by the. best means, 
in the best manner, and at the beat time. AH 
capes and fears about events are infinitely 
above me^ and therefore, infinitely foreign to 
my proper duty and business. Thy will be 
done in me, and in all i(ien, in earth as in 
heaven. I praise Thee ; I adore Thee ; I re- 
sign myself, and all that comes within my nar- 
row comprehension, and poor pittance of be- 
nevolence, into thy hands ; and O that I may 
be accounted worthy to love Thee. Other 
loves have engrossed, and do still engross my 
affections. I am too much a slave to the 
world, to pride, resentment, and splf-interest. 
Let it be thy pleasure to deliver me; to ac-/ 
cept and prosper my frail, imperfect endeav- 
ours ; and what is wanting in thy servants, do 
Thou complete. O merciful God, I know 
that Thou wilt complete it through Jes^s 
Christ. Thou art our Father, though Abra- 
ham be ignorant of us ; Thou lovest us more 
than we do ourselves ; wherever sin abounds, 
thy grace will abound much more ; and thy 
tender mercies are over all thy works. 
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XVII. 

Composed May 28, 1742. iEtat. 37. 
O God, I appear before Thee in this great 
distress, for direction and consolation. Teach 
me to depend upon Thee alone, and to have 
the fullest conviction that Thou wilt grant to 
us all that is fittest for us. In this state of 
mind, as far as I am able to attain to it, I 
humbly approach Thee, and implore ,Thee for 
my beloved wife. Remove from her all im- 
necessary doubts, scruples, and anxieties ; 
grant her comfort, and sure confidence in 
Thee : make her to advance towards Christian 
purity and perfection ; and bestow upon her 
such a degree of health, cheerfulness, and se- 
renity, as may enable her to do the duties of 
her station. O teach us both to delight in spir- 
itual conversation, in mutual inquiries concern- 
ing the state of our souls, and in directing, 
supporting, and forwarding each other in our 
progress through things temporal to those* that 
are eternal. I am truly sensible how deficient 
we have been in this necessary duty ; and how 
much I have been carried q,way by violence, 
peevishness, and passion, in all our intercourses 
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of this kind. O forgive me and deliver me from 
my corrupt nature, for thy mercies' sake. En- 
able us both to join in the performance of this 
duty, with tenderness, prudence, constancy, 
simplicity, and godly sincerity, to our daily im- 
provement in unaffected humility ; in mutual 
love and concern for each other's salvation ; 
in watchfulness over ourselves; and in that 
solid, lasling peace which Christ hath left with 
his true disciplea. Thou hast preserved us from 
all sad accidents and calamities, and hast be- 
stowed upon us many and great blessings, both 
with relation to this world and to another. 
Thou hast delivered us from the dangers of 
sickness, provided for our temporal wants, 
made us happy in our friends and in our chil- 
dren ; and, which is above all, hast brought, 
us to see, and be convinced of, the entire ne-* 
cessity and • infinite excellency of the love of 
Thee. Let the sense of thy bounty and mercy 
to us and all thy creatures be ever present to our 
minds, to raise up in them the most dutiful, sub- 
missive, and aflfectionate regards to Thee. Let 
us learn to love Thee with all the powers and 
faQulties of our souls ; and by proper degrees, 
to cast out fear by love ; to have an entire dif- 
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fidence in ourselves and confidence in Thee ; 
and to obtain the full assurance of faith in thy 
goodness, apd in the merits and intercession 
of our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ . 
In all our deliberations, let the desire and pur- 
pose of doing what is agreeable to thy will 
take possession of our hearts, 'to the exclusion 
of all others, and as far as is suitable to our 
eternal welfare. Let the humble conscious- 
ness of this, and the prospect of an immortal 
crown of glory, attend upon us' in our Chris- 
tian course, and enable us to finish it with joy. 
We are ready to submit ourselves to every trial 
and temptation, which Thou seest fit for us ; 
knowing that Thou art faithful, and wilt not 
suffer us to be tempted above what we are 
able ; but .wilt with the temptation make a way 
to escape, that we may be able to bear it. 
We are thine, in pleasure and pain ; in joy 
and sorrow ; in hope and fear ; in life and 
death ; in all kinds and degrees of perfection 
and imperfection ; in time and eternity ; and 
to thy mercy we commit ourselves in all, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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XVIII. 

A Paraphrase on the Lord's Prayer. 

Composed in Spring, 1734. ^tat. 29. 
O most Merciful Being, who, in compassion 
to our infirmities, hast represented Thyself to 
us under the encouraging* notion of a father -y 
let it ever be our care, |tudy, and ambition to 
be thy sons ; to be merciful, as Thou art mer-- 
ciful ; holy, as Thou art holy ; and perfect, as 
Thou art perfect; to walk with Thee, and 
have our conversation in heaven. We are 
earthly ; we are wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked, utterly unable tc 
perform our duty to Thee, to worship thy holy 
name as we ought. O keep us from all indi^ 
ference, irreligion, and profaneness, on the one 
hand ; and from all groundless scruples, super* 
stition, and enthusiasm on the other ; that so 
we may in thought, word, and deed, 'give the 
honor that is due to thy great name, and to all 
sacred things. Let us always think of Thee, 
as of a Being amiable and adorable, infinitely 
beyond all that we can conceive, and of pur- 
er eyes than to behold iniquity. Let the con- 
sideration of thy wonderful and glorious attri^^ 



,y Google 



61 



butes make us zealous to purify ourselves from 
all fUthiness of flesh and spirit ; to become an 
acceptable people unto Thee ; and to forward 
the establishment of that thy kingdom, where- 
in righteousness dwelleth. Convince our fool- 
ish and perverse hearts, that if we did seek 
thy kingdom, and the righteousness thereof, 
all things else would be added unto us ; and 
we should th6n arrive at that happy state, 
where Thou wilt wipe all tears from our eyes, 
where thou wilt be our God, and we thy peo- 
ple. Make us to hunger and thirst after the 
qualifications necessary to fit us for so great an 
exaltation ; to burn with a holy zeal to do thy 
will on earth, as it is done in heaven ; to fix 
all our thoughts, and desires, and designs, upon 
Thee ; loving Thee with all our hearts, with 
all our souls, with all our minds, and with all 
our strength ; submitting ourselves to Thee, 
both in doing and suffering, with entire resig- 
nation, and unfeigned gratitude; being only 
solicitous that all thy dispensations may have 
their due effect upon us, and that we, in our 
proper stations, may contribute, with our 
whole powers, to make Thee all in all. 
While we remain in this state of probation, 
6 
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where thy providence has placed us, give us 
sucji an enjoyment of it as is fittest for us ; let 
us so pass through things temporal, that we 
finally lose not the things eternal ; let us always 
look up to Thee, the Author and Giver of all 
good things ; and employ all the talents Thou 
shalt entrust us with to thy glory. Let us not 
defile ourselves by any intemperance or impu- 
rity, but so use this world, as not to abuse it ; 
being crucified to all its vanities and pleas- 
ures ; treading in the steps of our blessed 
Lord and Master ; and only rejoicing in the 
testimony of a good conscience, and that our 
names are written in heaven. How grateful 
we ought to be to Thee for this high privilege, 
we are not able to express ; and yet we con- 
tinually forfeit it by our transgressions. O be 
merciful to us, miserable sinners ! pardon all 
that is past ; and make us to enter upon a new 
life, with the most serious and awakened reso- 
lutions. Make us to see the exceeding sinful- 
ness of sin ; to repent in dust and ashes ; and 
to implore thy mercy with all humility and 
contrition. Make us truly sensible of our own 
vileness and unworthiness before Thee, that so 
we may be meek and patient, gentle and com- 
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passionate, forbearing and forgiving to one an- 
other, as Thou, for Christ's sake hast forgiven 
us. And since our frailty is such that of our- 
selves we can do nothing, let thy all-sufficient 
grace evermore protect us ; let us not cease to 
watch and pray, that we enter not into tempta- 
tion ; and let us so stand, that we take heed 
lest we fall. Let us see what pains we daily 
take to betray. and undo ourselves; that we 
are our own greatest enemies,, and Thou our 
only Friend. And, O leave us not, neither 
forsake us, OGod of our salvation ! Thou art 
infinite and eternal, all-powerful, all-wise, all- 
good, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, 
which was, and is, and is to come. Thou art 
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honor, 
and power ; for Thou hast created all things ; 
and for thy pleasure they are, and were cre- 
ated. Amen, 
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Before Divine Service. 

Gracious God, let thy Holy Spirit help my 
infirmities ; teach me to think of Thee, and to 
pray to Thee, as I ought ; and make me at- 
tentive and obedient unto thy word, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

After Divine Service. 

O Heavenly Father ! pardon the distrac- 
tion, the superstition, and all the imperfec- 
tions of these my services ; and mercifully 
hear me and help me, for the sake of Jssus 
Christ. Amen. 



HARTLEY'S PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS. 
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SEVERAL PRAYERS FOR A FAMILY. 

[Selected.] 



MORNING. 

Almighty and ever blessed God, source of 
all being, and fountain of all good ; we thy 
children, created by Thee, continually pre- 
served by Thee, and indebted to Thee for 
all that we possess and all that we enjoy, 
would come before Thee this morning, to ex- 
press our sense of thy goodness to us, to ac- 
knowledge our dependence upon Thee, to 
adore thy greatness, and commend ourselves 
to thy care. 

O God, our trust is in Thee. Give us 
grace to perform our duty faithfully ; to use 
this world as not abusing it ; to hold fast our 
integrity as long as we live ; to remember that 
Thou seest us always, and that we must ren- 
der a final account of all that we do to Thee, 
the witness and the judge of men. 

We thank Thee, O most merciful Father, 
for our domestic ties and family blessings. 
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May we^ the members of this househcfld, mutu- 
ally endeavour to discharge our several duties 
to each other with tenderness and fidelity. 
Let the gentle and pure spirit of the bless- 
ed Jesus possess our hearts, and influence 
our conduct. Let tranquillity, harmony, and 
love abide in our dwelling, and the voice of 
health and cheerfulness be continually heard 
in it. Do Thou extend thy loving-kindness 
to all our friends. Delight in their. happiness 
here, and make them heirs of the inheritai\ce 
of the saints in the future and eternal world. 

O Thou, whose blessing is on the habitation 
of the just, let us be the joyful objects of that 
blessing, now and for evermore. Let thy mer- 
cy encompass our abode, and follow us in all 
our ways. Throughout our earthly pilgrim- 
age, be Thou our guide and comforter ; let thy 
rod and thy staff be our support in the valley of 
the shadow of death ,* and lift up the light of 
thy countenance upon us in the regions of 
eternal day. O God, hear us -in thy great 
mercy ; pity our infirmities ; pardon our sins ; 
and from our united hearts accept this tribute 
of devotion, through Jestjs Christ our Lord. 
Amen, 
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EVENING. 



Our Father who art in heaven ; accept, we 
beseech Thee, our grateful acknowledgments 
for thy goodness to us this day ; for preserving 
our lives ; for shielding us from, danger ; and 
for supplying our daily bread. 

We acknowledge, O thou Father and 
Judge of men, that we have sinned against 
Thee ; that notwithstanding we have been con- 
tinued ifir the world from day to day, and thy 
mercies to us have never failed, we have been 
undutiful and unthankful ; we have often for- 
gotten, and often disobeyed Thee. O Father, 
pardon and reclaim us, and give us that repen- 
tance which needeth not to be repented of. 
Cleanse us from our secret faults, and let sin 
have no dominion over us. Enable us to be- 
come true followers of thy Son Jesus Christ 
in all things ; to clothe ourselves with his hu- 
mility, purity,^ and benevolence. Let thy 
will, as it was his, be ours also. May the 
contemplation of his character, and imitation 
of his example, bring us constantly nearer 
to his perfection, and to those mansions of 
everlasting happiness which He has promis- 
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ed to his disciples and gone before to prepare 
for them. 

Take us, Almighty God, under thy sove- 
reign protection. Make us in soul and body 
wholly thine. Sanctify our domestic rela- 
tions ; and strengthen and purify the bonds 
of love which join thy servants together. 
May the blessings which we receive from Thee 
excite our gratitude and animate our obedi- 
ence. May those sorrows, and privations, and 
pains, with which in thy wisdom Thoii mayest 
afflict us, b^ endured with fortitude and resig- 
nation, and improved to our eternal peace. 
Watch over us during the darkness of this 
night, and the defenceless hours of sleep; 
preserve us from all gangers ; and bring us to 
the light of another morning more inclined to 
love Thee, and resolved to serve Thee, than 
we ever have been, \4ccept our evening sac- 
rifice of prayer and praise, which we offer in 
the name of Jesus Christ, bur piost blessed 
XiOrd i^d Saviourt Am^^ 
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JtfORNING. 



Almighty God, Maker of all things, whose 
we are, and on whom we entirely depend; 
we bless Thee that Thou hast kept us during 
the past night ; that Thou hast refreshed us 
with grateful slumbers ; that Thou hast pre- 
served us from the dangers which walk in 
darkniss, and hast opened our eyes on the light 
of another day. We acknowledge, O God, 
that these are but a small patrt of thy mercies. 
Thou hast been always with us ; Thou art 
continually doing us good. All the blessings 
which we enjoy ,« or have ever enjoyed, come 
down from Thee, the Father and the Friend 
of all. 

We would call upon our souls, and all that 
is within us, to bless and praise thy holy 
name, and not to forget all the benefits of him, 
who forgiveth our iniquities, who healeth our 
diseases, who redeemeth our lives from de- 
struction, and crowneth us with loving-kind- 
ness and tender mercy. O teach us how to 
thank Thee as we ought ; to show forth thy 
praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives ; 
by giving up ourselves to thy service, and 



,y Google 



70 



by walking before Tiiee in holiness and right- 
eousness all our days. Let us cherish that 
faith which is imbibed from a pure doctrine, 
and is manifested by a holy life. Let us cul- 
tivate that piety which* deeply reverences and 
supremely loves a Being of infinite perfections, 
and which produces, as its natural fruit, a sin* 
cere love for all mankind. May every day of 
our lives be marked by some valuable im- 
provement, some act of virtue, some victory 
over temptation and passion. May we be con- 
tinually advancing nearer to perfection, to the 
moral likeness of our Saviour, and to thy rest 
and happiness above. 

O God, we look to Thee for thy protection 
through this day. Keep us from danger, 
from sickness, and from falling into sin. En- 
able us to be useful to society, and to obtain 
the approbation of those whom we love. Let 
us especially so conduct ourselves this day, 
and through all our days, as to secure thy fa- 
vor which is life, and thy loving-kindness 
which is better than life. We ask all things 
in the name, and as disciples of thy blessed 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, AmeHt 
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EVENING. 

Most merciful God, who art of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity, and hast promised for- 
giveness to all those who confess and forsake 
their sins ; we come before Thee this even- 
ing, in an humble sense of our un worthiness, 
acknowledging our transgressions of thy 
righteous laws. But, O gracious Father, who 
desirest not the death of a sinner, look upon 
us, we beseech Thee, in mercy, and forgive 
us the sins which we have committed against 
Thee. Make us deeply sensible of the evil of 
all unrighteousness ; and work in us a hearty 
contrition for our faults and offences, that we 
may obtain forgiveness at thy hands, ^who 
art ever ready to receive the humble and peni- 
tent. 

And lest, through our own frailty, or the 
temptations which encompass us, we be drawn 
into further sin, grant us the direction and as- 
sistance of thy Holy Spirit. . Reform whatev- 
er is amiss in the temper and disposition of 
our souls ; that no unclean thoughts, unlaw- 
ful designs, or inordinate desires may rest 
there. 
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To our prayers, O L6i^>, we join our un- 
feigned thanks for all thy mercies : for car 
being, our reason, and all other endowments 
and faculties of soul and body ; for our health, 
friends, food, and raiment, and all the other 
comforts and conveniencies of life. Above all, 
we adore thy mercy in sending thy Son in- 
to the world to redeem us from sin and death, 
and to show us the Father. We bless Thee 
for thy patience with us ; for the assistances 
of thy Holy Spirit; for thy continual care 
and watchful providence over us through the 
whole course of our lives. We pray Thee to 
continue thy blessings to us ; and to give us 
grace to show our thankfulness in a sincere 
obedience to thy laws. 

We beseech Thee to protect us this night. 
Defend us from all dangers, and give us such 
refreshing sleep as may fit us for the duties of 
the following day. Make us ever mindful of 
the time when we shall lie down in the dust ; 
and grant us grace always to live in such a 
state, that we m'ay never be afraid to die ; so 
that living and dying we may be thine, and 
thine for evermore. We ask all in the name of 
thy Son, Jesus Christ. Amen, 
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